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Yesterday's Prelims Practice Question

Global Methane Pledge, an effort to cut methane emissions by a
third by the end of this decade is led by

a) India and US

b) US and EU

c) India and EU

d) India, US and EU



Explanation

d U.S. President Joe Biden announced
the Global Methane Pledge, a U.S.-EU-led
effort to cut methane emissions by a third
by the end of this decade.
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O Mr. Biden made the announcement at
the Major Economies Forum on Energy and N
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Climate (MEF), hosted virtually by the White &y oo
House, in which leaders from several ‘
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Today's Prelims Practice Question

Q)'Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement’ (TEPA) is sometimes seen in the news in the
context of negotiations held between India and

(a) Gulf Cooperation Council

(b) Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(c) Shanghai Cooperation Organization

(d) European Free Trade Association



Demographic advantage, Indian economy's sweet spot

uch has been written about India's

CIMETEENCe X8 N eoonomic giant - it is

the world's fastest growing big economy,
and is currently the fifth largest. Demographics is
a major factor in propelling this rise given that
the median age is around 28 years and 63% of the
population & of working age. However, the ibour
force participation rate stood at 55.2% in 2022,
according to a recent report released by the
International Labour Organization (ILO), which
goes on to state that falling labour intensity is
Ekely due to growth being led by the services
sector rather than manufacturing. Therefore,
while we are certainly not experiencing “jobless
growth”, more steps are needed to harness the
demographic dividend.

Continue with the reforms agenda

First and foremost, there is a need to press abead
with the ongoing reforms agenda to maintain, if
not accelerate, India’s growth trajectory as that
by itself will create opportunities galore. There
was a welcome reference to this in Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharmman's Budget speech to
mitiate and Incentivise improvements in
productivity and to facilitate markets and sectors
to become more efficient. While there is much
that the Centre has done to enhance case of
doing business, much of what needs to be done
next, especially in the context of production,
concerns the States (which is where the action is
now). Hence, both need 1o walk in Jockstep 1o
broaden and deepen reforms.

The Economic Survey for 2023-24 states that
technological advancements have led to a
declining capital-to-output ratio and an
increasing capital-to labour ratio, It was perhaps
in this context that Arvind Panagariya, econoamist
and Chairman of the 16th Finance Commassion,
while speaking at a recent event in the Federation
Of Indiian Chambers Of Commerce and Industry
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Demographic advantage, Indian economy’s sweet spot

said capitak-led economic growth is not ideal as
the country has an abundance of bbour.

The reluctance of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, the backbone of employment, to
grow in stze and scale as well as that of Jarge
business houses to foray into labour-intensive
sectors can be attributed to the compliance
burden and costs imposed by outdated labour
Lows.

The impasse over implementing the new
Bhour codes approved by Pasliament is sending a
wrong signal 1o existing and prospective investors
alike. It is important that one or two States with
an evolved manuBacturing ecosystem break the
Jogdam by taking the lead.

The Centre's efforts to give a boost to the
manufacturing sector is generally viewed from
the angle that it is untenable for 45% of the
workforee to be employed in the agricultural
sector which accounts for only 18% of GDP, While
taking steps to enhance agricultural productivity,
we must not forget those who are engaged in the
unorganised and non-agricultural sectors - about
19% of the workforce — which are highly
fragmented and suffer from dow productivity.

It is important to address their aspirations by
focusing an high-growth potential sectors such as
toys, apparel, tourism, and logistics which are
alo hbour intensive. Then, as skills gee
upgraded, there will be an opportunity to move
up the value chain and pravide even better and
higher paying jobs.

Skilling is a continuous process

Skilling &s an important aspect of making future
generations procuctive members of society. The
Econamic Survey highlighted that only 4.4% of
the workforce in the age cohort of 15-29 vears is
formally skillecl. This is a huge concern, and the
dichotomy of labour surplus and skills shortage
must be addressed through meaningful

public-private partnerships wherein industry
plays an integral role in devising the curriculum
and imparting ‘on the job training’, Moreover,
skilling is not a ape-time intervention but a
lifelong process which requires flexibility in
institutional mechanisms as well as learning
agilaty.

The emphasis of the New Education Policy
(NEF) 2020 on foundational skills as well as
higher order cognitive skills and critical thinking
is a goodd step but, i a constantly changing
world, the document must be reviewed
periodically and updated

Impact of Al/ML

Finally, in an era of artificial intelligence (Al and
machine learning (ML), repetitive tasks with low
skills are most at risk but there will always be a
need for human intervention and oversight.
While we must not underestimate the impact of
AUML, neither should it be demonised, The key
is to have appropeiate regulstions govern s use
while harnessing what it has to offer. In addition
to the opportunities offered by various emerging
sectors, AL/ML itself is estimated by Statista to
grow by nearly nine times to become a $526.73
billion woekdwide naarket by 2030, Further,
according to NASSCOM, India abready has the
secand Rrgest talent pool globally in this field but
the current gap between demand and supply is
S1% which is projected to widen. Though very
niche, it is an opportunity which should not be
missed,

Gainfully employing a karge, young and
aspirational population is not easy but it is a far
better challenge to have than dealing with an
ageing one with its attendant economic and
societal implications. India is in a sweet spot and
must employ a holistic approach to create a talent
pool so as to hamess its demographic dividend
for the benefit of the world at large.

d India's economic growth is drawing
attention as it becomes the world's
fastest-growing large economy,
with a median age of 28 and 63% of
the population in the working age

group.

d However, the labour force
participation rate is low at
55.2%, indicating that while growth
is not "jobless," significant reforms
are necessary to harness the
demographic dividend effectively.



Economic Reforms and Growth

0 To sustain and accelerate growth, India must continue its reform agenda,
focusing on improving productivity and efficiency in markets.

ad The Economic Survey 2023-24 highlights that technological advancements are
changing the capital-to-labour ratio, suggesting an imbalance in capital-led
growth versus labor utilization.

O Economists argue that India should leverage its abundant labor force rather
than focusing solely on capital-intensive sectors.

Q The reluctance of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) to scale up,
alongside large businesses avoiding labour-intensive sectors, stems from
compliance burdens of outdated labour laws.

0 The impasse over new labour codes is deterring potential investors and needs
resolution, especially in States with established manufacturing ecosystemes.




Employment Sectors and Skilling

Q With 45% of the workforce in agriculture, contributing only 18% to GDP, there
IS an urgent need to enhance agricultural productivity and transition workers
to other sectors. 19% of the workforce is engaged in fragmented, low-
productivity non-agricultural sectors.

d Targeting high-growth, labour-intensive sectors such as toys, apparel, tourism,
and logistics can address aspirations of the workforce.

d As skills improve, there is potential for job enhancement and increased wages,
helping to uplift the economy.

Q Only 4% of the 15-29 age cohort is formally skilled. Effective skilling requires
public-private partnerships for curriculum development, recognizing that skill
development must be a continuous process to adapt to market needs.



Education, Al, and Future Outlook

O The New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emphasizes foundational and higher-order
cognitive skills, but it requires periodic reviews to remain relevant in a rapidly
changing world. Continuous adaptation of educational frameworks is essential for
preparing a skilled workforce.

Q In the context of artificial intelligence (Al) and machine learning (ML), low-sKkill,
repetitive jobs are at risk, yet human oversight remains vital.

0 India has the second-largest talent pool in Al, but a projected 51% gap between
demand and supply needs addressing to capitalize on this opportunity.

O India's young and aspirational population presents a unique challenge that is
preferable to an ageing demographic.

O A holistic approach to skill development and job creation is crucial to harness the
demographic dividend and position India as a global economic leader.
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Context

O India's climate action efforts are
entering a critical phase as the country
sets ambitious targets for 2030.

O Despite progress in renewable
energy, coal dependence remains high,
with clean energy constituting only 22%
of the electricity mix.

O Urgent environmental issues such as
heat stress, air quality, waste
Mmanagement, and energy efficiency
require immediate attention to align
with rising energy demands.



Mitigating Pollutants

A India faces significant risks from heat stress, potentially encountering heat waves
beyond human survivability limits.

ad Mitigating CO2 and short-lived climate pollutants like methane is essential, as
these super pollutants have a much greater short-term warming impact.

d Addressing climate challenges through tailored treaties can enhance
accountability under the Paris Agreement.

d Learning from the Montreal Protocol's success with the Kigali Amendment, a
focus on reducing methane emissions could prevent nearly 0.3°C of warming by
the 2040s.

O Improving air quality requires five key actions: collective responsibility,
Investment in clean air initiatives, sustainable development integration, data-

driven interventions, and recognizing air quality's economic benefits.

d Consistent efforts are necessary to tackle air pollution as a persistent issue.




Importance of Carbon Markets

Q Carbon markets can incentivize greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions by offering
financial rewards for emission cuts.

d With the goal of [imiting temperature rise to 1.5-2°C, a reduction of at least 43% in
global GHG emissions is required, making these markets essential for achieving this
target.

a India aims to launch its 'India Carbon Market' in 2026, potentially establishing the
world’s largest emissions trading system by 2030.

A This could help meet Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and avoid $35
trillion in climate-related costs over the next 50 years.

O Current carbon trading metrics aggregate all pollutants into CO2 equivalents, which
can obscure the distinct impacts of different pollutants.

0 Separating long-lived pollutants from short-lived climate pollutants in carbon
markets could yield more effective climate action.



Governance and Political Engagement

d Establishing a constitutional nodal authority for climate action is essential for

ensuring coordinated, pre-emptive measures with timelines across
government tiers.

d This would facilitate accountability and effective governance in tackling
climate issues.

d The 2024 Lok Sabha elections showed a troubling neglect of climate issues,
despite public demand.

O The absence of a strong political commitment to climate action exacerbates

vulnerabilities, particularly for the economically disadvantaged, who prioritize
iImmediate survival.

d For meaningful progress, climate action must become central to political
agendas, moving beyond token gestures. Climate-progressive leadership is
necessary to foster a sustainable and equitable future for India.




The continuing distribution of the death penalty
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d The recent legislative move
(Aparajita Woman and Child
(West Bengal Criminal Laws
Amendment) Bill, 2024) comes
amidst rising sexual violence in
India, with 31,516 rapes reported in
2022.

O The Bill has been referred to the
President, sparking a national
debate on capital punishment's
effectiveness.



Legislative Developments

O The Bill increases the number of offences
punishable by death from 12 to 18, reflecting public
outrage over sexual violence. Critics argue that
harsher penalties do not improve women's safety,
as high rates of violence persist.

O Despite unanimous passage by the West Bengal
Assembly, the Governor has expressed concerns
and referred the Bill to the President. This move
iIndicates the need for a balance between
legislative action and judicial oversight.

d Data from the National Crime Records
Bureau shows that Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and
Madhya Pradesh lead in rape cases, emphasizing
systemic violence against women. This data
reinforces the necessity for targeted legal reforms
beyond punitive measures.



Global Perspective and Trends

A Globally, 112 countries have abolished the death
penalty, while India remains a retentionist
nation. This trend challenges the effectiveness
of capital punishment as a deterrent to crime.

d Death row prisoners face severe mental and
physical health challenges, often stemming
from inadequate support. The increasing
number of marginalized individuals on death
row highlights socio-economic disparities in the
justice system.

"\

EWANT  uDICIAL
d Victim-centered reforms should include EZZI"E THQURY
educational initiatives to challenge patriarchal st THAEDIT
norms. Comprehensive state support for
survivors and their families is crucial for

fostering resilience and dignity.




)Separation of judiciary from the executive protects sanctity of
judiciary in this context Prohibiting judges from participating in

politics is a crucial step to uphold judicial independence. Analyse.

In a deadlock: Union Minister for Law and Justice Kiren Rijju interacts with Chief Justice of India D. Y. Chandrachud in New Deihi on November 9, i

Why is there friction between the

government and the judiciary?

‘What is the trigger for the current conflict? Why did the Supreme Cous

strike down the law on National Judicial

Collegium system? What was the Constitution (99th Amendment) Act? What is the new CJI planning?

Krishnadas Rajagopal

The story so far:

What is the gover

R 6% ~

urt and High Court

of i Collegium re- | 1998. initiation of a proj
commendations for years ogether for | sl fr appointment: of Supreme Cour
“undisclosed reasons”. It later went on to | judges vested with the GJl an

rajor
the Union government and the Su-
preme Court over the formers re-

some Rubicons” and take on the judi
by delaying Collegium recommendations
edis & :

Court judges with the Chle(Jusute phe
High Courts concerned. The MoP required
the Chief Justices of High Courts to initiate
the proposals six months prior to vacan-

nant say in judicial appointments and
transfers.

reports that the government had returned
by

airingits grievance against the invalidation
of the National Judicial Appointments
‘Commission (NJAC) by the court in 201
The current round of conflct has two trig-
gers. One is the government's repeated pu-
blic criticism of the Collegium system on
the ground that it is “opaque”. The other

ncerns a ping-pong battle between the
Collegium and the government over the

4
for High Court judgeships. A few days la-
ter, Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankar re-
marked that a law ~ without specifically
naming the NJAC — passed by Parliament
and expressing the will of the people had
been “undone” by the court disregarding
parliamentary sovereignty.

The procedure for appointment

cies. The Constitution (99th

Parliament to provide
for a National Judicial Commission, which
was duly formed by the NJAC Act. On Oc-
tober 12, 2015, the court struck down the
NJAC Act and the Constitution Amend-
ment which sought to give politicians and
civil society a final say in the appointment
of judges to the highest courts. However,
the court said the 2L-year-old Collegium
system needed a re-look. The court direct-
ed the government to finalise a revised

for appointment in constitutional courts.

How did the latest bout begin?
On October 17, Law Ministe Kiren Rijiu
urt

of judges to the Supreme Court
and the High Courts,
accordan
system, was laid down in i
of Procedure

Collegi
,s;nym,g Lhey were “preoccupied” with
making judicial appointments when their
primary job is delivering justice. Mr. Riji-
ju's comments came at the fag end of the
49th Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana’s
tenure, which saw the Collegium recom-
mend 363 names for High Court judge-
ships and 1f names for the Supreme Court.
On November 6, Mr. Rijiju complained
again on the lack of accountability of the
Collegium system and made references to
the court striking down the NIAC law,

On December 8, Justice Kaul's Bench
said nobody was stopping the government
from bringing a new law on judicial ap-
pointments, but til then the Collegium
system and its Memorandum of Procedure
(MoP) was the “final word”. The Court said
that even if a law was enacted in the fu-
ture, its constitutionality would be duly
scrutinised by the Supreme Court.

The entary standing committee
on Law and Personnel led by senior &P

£
appointments, in October 2015. His c
cism coincided with Justice D. Chandra-
chud taking over as top judge on Novem-

ber 9 for a two-year tenure.
Meanwhile, on November 17, Chief Jus-
tice Chandrachud agreed o list in

course a wikt petition 1o reconsider the
Collegium system. The SC also began its
counter-offensive with the CJl advising that
the Collegium and the government should
work with a sense of

both the judiciary and the guvtmmcm
needtodo some “nul of-the-box” thinking
to deal with the *

cies in High Couts 1t sid that both st
tutions were not adhering to the timeline
given in the Second Judges case and the
MoP.

What is the MoP and what is its
current status?

manship” rather than find fault with each
ther. On the judicial side, a Bench led by
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul took cognisance

The procedure for t of udges

MoP in with the CJl and the
Collegium. A revised MoP was sent to the
I by the government on March 22, 2016
for he imspons e of the Collegium.

Collegium responded wit
revisions o May 25 and Jly 7 of 2016,

mn; are delaying judicial appointments.
The NJAC was a good law thwarted by the

It says that the High Courts are not mak-
ing recommendations six months in ad-
vance of a vacancy. As on November 30,
202 there are 332 udicial vacanies in

n
strength of 1, l g The High Courts
have made 146 (44%) recammendallol\s
which are under of the go-

s grouse agai

THE GIST

Amajor confrontation is on
between the Union
‘govemment and the Supreme
Court. The current conflct has
twotriggers. Oneisthe
‘govemment's repeated public
aiticism of the Collegium

vernment and the Supreme Cours, The

igh Courts are required to make recom-
'mendations for the remaining 186 vacan-
urts have not
made recommendations under the Bar
and Service quotas for vacancies in the
past one to five years. It said 43 High Court
Judges are scheduled to retire between De-
cember 1, 2022 and May 31, 2023, taking
the vacancies up to 229, So far, no recom-
mendations have been receiv

The government has complained that
the Supreme Court rejects 25% names re-

“opaque”. The other concems
a ping-pong battle between the
Collegjum and the goverment
over the names being
recommended for
‘appointment in constitutional
courts,

The Centre argues that the
Collegiums, both at the
Supreme Court and High Court
levels, are delaying judicial

here
tion when the government responded to
these revisions on August 3, 2016 to which
the Collegium sent back comments on
March 13, 2017. Incidentally, the govern-
ment, after agap of three months, wrote to
the Chief Justice of India on July 4, 2017,
drawing the latter’s attention fo the court's
own judgment in a suo motu contempt
case against Calcutta High Court judge,
Justice Kas , who was sentenced to
six months’ imprisonment. Two judges on
the Bench, Justices Ranjan Gogoi and J.
Chelameswar, had observed that the ap-
pointment of Mr. Karnan revealed loo-
pholes in the Collegium system and laid
bare the lacunae in making a correct “as-
sessment of the personality” at the time of
clevation of people to the Bench. The
court did not respond to the letter, accord-
ing to the government. The Centre said it
would finalise the MoP only after receiving
inputs from the Supreme Court.

‘What are

in accordance with the Col Legum system,

was laid down in the MoP prepar?-ﬂh

The Centre argues that the Collegiums,

by the High C: judge-
ships. While making 165 appointments
during 2022, 221 recommendations made
by the High Courts were processed. The
remaining 56 proposals were rejected
the Supreme Court Collegium. Sixty-six
fresh proposals of names for judgeships
are pending Intelligence Bureau inputs.
‘The delay in the appointment process has
alfected thetimely iling up of vacanc
High Courts. The Supreme Court it-
sel( T i e Justice Dipankar
Datta, whose was pend-

NJAC was 2 good law thwarted
by the court.

-

The Supreme Court said that
the Collegium system s the taw
as it exsts now. The
‘govemment has kept
Collegium recommendations
pending for no apparent
reason. The court has accused
the government of not

108 with the government fox nearly three
months, was sworn in as the 28th judge of
the Supreme court on Deceml

What is the SC’s response?

The court said the Collegium system, com-
bined with the MoP, is the law as it exists
now. The government has either kept Col-
legium recommendations pending for no
apparent reason or it has repeatedly sent
back names reiterated by the Collegium.
The court accused the government of not
appointing persons who are not “palata-
ble” toiit.

not “palatable” to t.

proach

Introduce separation of judiciary from the
executive.

O Stand on the Post-retirement job by Government
for retired judges.

A Discuss importance of prohibition.

d Conclude the answer by writing a way
orward



Prohibiting judges from participating in politics is indeed a crucial step to maintain
judicial independence. Judicial independence is the cornerstone of democracy,

ensuring that the judiciary remains free from external pressures and influences,
particularly from the political branches of government.

Stand on the Post-retirement job by Government for retired judges:

Q 14th report of the Law Commission of Indiaconsidered the question of such nominations
and appointments before forming a negative opinion.

Q The report said it is clearly undesirable that Supreme Court Judges should look forward
to other Government employment after their retirement.



Importance of Prohibition

O Separation of Powers: If reinforces the separation of powers, which is
fundamental o the functioning of a democratic system.

d Impartiality: It preserves the impartiality of the judiciary by preventing judges
from having political biases that could affect their judgment.

d Integrity: It maintains the integrity of the judiciary by avoiding conflicts of
interest and ensuring that decisions are made based on law and not
political convenience.

A Public Confidence: It enhances public confidence in the judiciary, as
people are more likely to frust a system that is free from political
maneuvering.




Need of the hour:

d There is a creeping worry that post-retirement jobs are a result of pre-
retirement judgments.

d Above dll, public confidence in the judiciary cannot be shaken through
such appointments. The issue needs to be resolved convincingly.

d Besides, ethics demand that no retired judge of the highest court accepts @
post that willroom to criticism and controversy.

0 Retirement age of judges should be raised to 70 years.

d They should be given their last salary as pension and not given any post that
does not involve judicial or quasi-judicial work for at least three years

Prohibiting judges from engaging in political activities is essential to safeguard
the independence of the judiciary and ensure that justice is administered
without fear or favor.
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