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Yesterday's Prelims Practice Question

Global Methane Pledge, an effort to cut methane emissions by a 
third by the end of this decade is led by

a) India and US
b) US and EU
c) India and EU
d) India, US and EU



Explanation

❑ U.S. President Joe Biden announced 
the Global Methane Pledge, a U.S.–EU-led 
effort to cut methane emissions by a third 
by the end of this decade.

❑ Mr. Biden made the announcement at 
the Major Economies Forum on Energy and 
Climate (MEF), hosted virtually by the White 
House, in which leaders from several 
countries and the EU participated.



Today's Prelims Practice Question

Q)‘Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement’ (TEPA) is sometimes seen in the news in the 
context of negotiations held between India and

(a) Gulf Cooperation Council
(b) Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(c) Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(d) European Free Trade Association



Demographic advantage, Indian economy's sweet spot

❑ India's economic growth is drawing 
attention as it becomes the world's 
fastest-growing large economy, 
with a median age of 28 and 63% of 
the population in the working age 
group. 

❑ However, the labour force 
participation rate is low at 
55.2%, indicating that while growth 
is not "jobless," significant reforms 
are necessary to harness the 
demographic dividend effectively.



Economic Reforms and Growth

❑  To sustain and accelerate growth, India must continue its reform agenda, 
focusing on improving productivity and efficiency in markets.

❑ The Economic Survey 2023-24 highlights that technological advancements are 
changing the capital-to-labour ratio, suggesting an imbalance in capital-led 
growth versus labor utilization.

❑ Economists argue that India should leverage its abundant labor force rather 
than focusing solely on capital-intensive sectors.

❑ The reluctance of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) to scale up, 
alongside large businesses avoiding labour-intensive sectors, stems from 
compliance burdens of outdated labour laws. 

❑ The impasse over new labour codes is deterring potential investors and needs 
resolution, especially in States with established manufacturing ecosystems.



Employment Sectors and Skilling

❑ With 45% of the workforce in agriculture, contributing only 18% to GDP, there 
is an urgent need to enhance agricultural productivity and transition workers 
to other sectors. 19% of the workforce is engaged in fragmented, low-
productivity non-agricultural sectors.

❑  Targeting high-growth, labour-intensive sectors such as toys, apparel, tourism, 
and logistics can address aspirations of the workforce. 

❑ As skills improve, there is potential for job enhancement and increased wages, 
helping to uplift the economy.

❑ Only 4% of the 15-29 age cohort is formally skilled. Effective skilling requires 
public-private partnerships for curriculum development, recognizing that skill 
development must be a continuous process to adapt to market needs.



Education, AI, and Future Outlook

❑ The New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emphasizes foundational and higher-order 
cognitive skills, but it requires periodic reviews to remain relevant in a rapidly 
changing world. Continuous adaptation of educational frameworks is essential for 
preparing a skilled workforce.

❑ In the context of artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML), low-skill, 
repetitive jobs are at risk, yet human oversight remains vital.

❑ India has the second-largest talent pool in AI, but a projected 51% gap between 
demand and supply needs addressing to capitalize on this opportunity.

❑  India's young and aspirational population presents a unique challenge that is 
preferable to an ageing demographic. 

❑ A holistic approach to skill development and job creation is crucial to harness the 
demographic dividend and position India as a global economic leader.



A climate crisis agenda remains urgent

Context

❑ India's climate action efforts are 
entering a critical phase as the country 
sets ambitious targets for 2030. 

❑ Despite progress in renewable 
energy, coal dependence remains high, 
with clean energy constituting only 22% 
of the electricity mix. 

❑ Urgent environmental issues such as 
heat stress, air quality, waste 
management, and energy efficiency 
require immediate attention to align 
with rising energy demands.



Mitigating Pollutants

❑  India faces significant risks from heat stress, potentially encountering heat waves 
beyond human survivability limits. 

❑ Mitigating CO2 and short-lived climate pollutants like methane is essential, as 
these super pollutants have a much greater short-term warming impact.

❑  Addressing climate challenges through tailored treaties can enhance 
accountability under the Paris Agreement. 

❑ Learning from the Montreal Protocol's success with the Kigali Amendment, a 
focus on reducing methane emissions could prevent nearly 0.3°C of warming by 
the 2040s.

❑ Improving air quality requires five key actions: collective responsibility, 
investment in clean air initiatives, sustainable development integration, data-
driven interventions, and recognizing air quality's economic benefits. 

❑ Consistent efforts are necessary to tackle air pollution as a persistent issue.



Importance of Carbon Markets

❑ Carbon markets can incentivize greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions by offering 
financial rewards for emission cuts. 

❑ With the goal of limiting temperature rise to 1.5-2°C, a reduction of at least 43% in 
global GHG emissions is required, making these markets essential for achieving this 
target.

❑ India aims to launch its 'India Carbon Market' in 2026, potentially establishing the 
world’s largest emissions trading system by 2030. 

❑ This could help meet Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and avoid $35 
trillion in climate-related costs over the next 50 years.

❑ Current carbon trading metrics aggregate all pollutants into CO2 equivalents, which 
can obscure the distinct impacts of different pollutants. 

❑ Separating long-lived pollutants from short-lived climate pollutants in carbon 
markets could yield more effective climate action.



Governance and Political Engagement

❑ Establishing a constitutional nodal authority for climate action is essential for 
ensuring coordinated, pre-emptive measures with timelines across 
government tiers. 

❑ This would facilitate accountability and effective governance in tackling 
climate issues.

❑ The 2024 Lok Sabha elections showed a troubling neglect of climate issues, 
despite public demand. 

❑ The absence of a strong political commitment to climate action exacerbates 
vulnerabilities, particularly for the economically disadvantaged, who prioritize 
immediate survival.

❑  For meaningful progress, climate action must become central to political 
agendas, moving beyond token gestures. Climate-progressive leadership is 
necessary to foster a sustainable and equitable future for India.



The continuing distribution of the death penalty

❑ The recent legislative move 
(Aparajita Woman and Child 
(West Bengal Criminal Laws 
Amendment) Bill, 2024) comes 
amidst rising sexual violence in 
India, with 31,516 rapes reported in 
2022. 

❑ The Bill has been referred to the 
President, sparking a national 
debate on capital punishment's 
effectiveness.



Legislative Developments

❑ The Bill increases the number of offences 
punishable by death from 12 to 18, reflecting public 
outrage over sexual violence. Critics argue that 
harsher penalties do not improve women's safety, 
as high rates of violence persist.

❑  Despite unanimous passage by the West Bengal 
Assembly, the Governor has expressed concerns 
and referred the Bill to the President. This move 
indicates the need for a balance between 
legislative action and judicial oversight.

❑  Data from the National Crime Records 
Bureau shows that Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and 
Madhya Pradesh lead in rape cases, emphasizing 
systemic violence against women. This data 
reinforces the necessity for targeted legal reforms 
beyond punitive measures.



Global Perspective and Trends

❑ Globally, 112 countries have abolished the death 
penalty, while India remains a retentionist 
nation. This trend challenges the effectiveness 
of capital punishment as a deterrent to crime.

❑ Death row prisoners face severe mental and 
physical health challenges, often stemming 
from inadequate support. The increasing 
number of marginalized individuals on death 
row highlights socio-economic disparities in the 
justice system.

❑  Victim-centered reforms should include 
educational initiatives to challenge patriarchal 
norms. Comprehensive state support for 
survivors and their families is crucial for 
fostering resilience and dignity.



Q)Separation of judiciary from the executive protects sanctity of 
judiciary in this context Prohibiting judges from participating in 
politics is a crucial step to uphold judicial independence. Analyse.

Approach

❑ Introduce separation of judiciary from the 
executive.

❑ Stand on the Post-retirement job by Government 
for retired judges.

❑ Discuss importance of prohibition.

❑ Conclude the answer by writing a way
      forward



Prohibiting judges from participating in politics is indeed a crucial step to maintain 

judicial independence. Judicial independence is the cornerstone of democracy, 

ensuring that the judiciary remains free from external pressures and influences, 

particularly from the political branches of government.

Stand on the Post-retirement job by Government for retired judges:

❑ 14th report of the Law Commission of Indiaconsidered the question of such nominations 

and appointments before forming a negative opinion. 

❑ The report said it is clearly undesirable that Supreme Court Judges should look forward 

to other Government employment after their retirement. 



Importance of Prohibition 

❑ Separation of Powers: It reinforces the separation of powers, which is 

fundamental to the functioning of a democratic system. 

❑ Impartiality: It preserves the impartiality of the judiciary by preventing judges 

from having political biases that could affect their judgment. 

❑ Integrity: It maintains the integrity of the judiciary by avoiding conflicts of 

interest and ensuring that decisions are made based on law and not 
political convenience. 

❑ Public Confidence: It enhances public confidence in the judiciary, as 

people are more likely to trust a system that is free from political 

maneuvering.



Need of the hour:

❑ There is a creeping worry that post-retirement jobs are a result of pre-

retirement judgments. 

❑ Above all, public confidence in the judiciary cannot be shaken through 

such appointments. The issue needs to be resolved convincingly. 

❑ Besides, ethics demand that no retired judge of the highest court accepts a 

post that will room to criticism and controversy. 

❑ Retirement age of judges should be raised to 70 years. 

❑ They should be given their last salary as pension and not given any post that 

does not involve judicial or quasi-judicial work for at least three years

Prohibiting judges from engaging in political activities is essential to safeguard 

the independence of the judiciary and ensure that justice is administered 

without fear or favor.
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